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3.12 Wildfire 

3.12.1 Introduction 

This section of the FEIR presents the environmental setting and potential impacts of the 
Proposed Project related to wildfire. While Section 3.8, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, 
discusses the potential for the Proposed Project to expose people or structures to hazards from 
wildland fires generally, this section addresses other specific risks/issues associated with wildfire 
as it pertains to the Proposed Project (see Section 3.12.4 for the significance criteria used in the 
impacts analysis for this section). 

3.12.2 Regulatory Setting 

Federal Laws, Regulations, and Policies 

No federal laws, regulations, or policies relate to wildfire and the Proposed Project. 

State Laws, Regulations, and Policies 

2018 Strategic Fire Plan for California 

The Strategic Fire Plan (CAL FIRE 2018) provides direction and guidance to CAL FIRE and its 21 
field units. The 2018 Plan sets forth a number of goals focused on fire prevention, natural 
resource management, and fire suppression efforts, which are summarized here: 

a. Improve the availability and use of consistent, shared information on hazard and risk 
assessment; 

b. Promote the role of local planning processes, including general plans, new 
development, and existing developments, and recognize individual 
landowner/homeowner responsibilities; 

c. Foster a shared vision among communities and the multiple fire protection jurisdictions, 
including county-based plans and community-based plans such as Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans; 

d. Increase awareness and actions to improve fire resistance of man-made assets at risk 
and fire resilience of wildland environments through natural resource management; 

e. Integrate implementation of fire and vegetative fuels management practices consistent 
with the priorities of landowners or managers; 

f. Determine and seek the needed level of resources for fire prevention, natural resource 
management, fire suppression, and related services; and 

g. Implement needed assessments and actions for post-fire protection and recovery. 
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California Public Resources Code 

The Public Resources Code (PRC) includes fire safety regulations restricting the use of certain 
equipment that could produce sparks or flames, and specifies requirements for the safe use of 
gasoline-powered tools in fire hazard areas. Agricultural Order 4.0 enrollees and contractors 
must comply with the following requirements in the PRC during construction activities at any 
sites with forest-, brush-, or grass-covered land: 

a. Earthmoving and portable equipment with internal combustion engines must be 
equipped with a spark arrestor to reduce the potential for igniting a wildland fire (PRC 
Section 4442). 

b. Appropriate fire-suppression equipment must be maintained from April 1 to 
December 1, the highest-danger period for fires (PRC Section 4428). 

c. On days when a burning permit is required, flammable materials must be removed to a 
distance of 10 feet from any equipment that could produce a spark, fire, or flame, and 
the construction contractor must maintain the appropriate fire-suppression equipment 
(PRC Section 4427). 

d. On days when a burning permit is required, portable tools powered by gasoline-fueled 
internal combustion engines must not be used within 25 feet of any flammable 
materials (PRC Section 4431). 

Local Laws, Regulations, Plans, and Policies 

Numerous local jurisdictions (i.e., cities and counties) are located within the central coast 
region. Most, if not all, of these jurisdictions have adopted general plans that identify goals and 
policies related to public safety and hazards, such as exposure to wildfires. Volume 2, Appendix 
B shows goals and policies related to wildfire in general plans for counties within the central 
coast region. 

3.12.3 Environmental Setting 

Figure 3.8-2 in Section 3.8, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, shows wildfire risk in the central 
coast region, as mapped by CAL FIRE. As shown in Figure 3.8-2, high fire hazard severity zones 
overlap with irrigated agricultural areas in some places, but, for the most part, irrigated 
agriculture is not considered a high fire risk land use and is not mapped as such. 

3.12.4 Impact Analysis 

Methodology 

This analysis evaluates direct and indirect widlfire-related impacts that may result from activities 
conducted under the Proposed Project. Potential impacts have been compared against the 
thresholds of significance discussed below. 
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Significance Criteria 

For the purposes of this analysis, based on Appendix G of the state CEQA Guidelines, the 
Proposed Project would result in a significant impact related to wildfire if it would be located in 
or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones and it 
would: 

A. Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan. 

B. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. 

C. Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate 
fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. 

D. Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes. 

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Project 

Impact WF-1: Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan. (Less than Significant) 

As discussed in Section 3.8, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the Proposed Project would not 
substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. 
Implementation/construction of management practices would occur within existing irrigated 
agricultural lands and would not be anticipated to significantly affect any roadways (such as to 
impede emergency vehicle movement/access or evacuation procedures). Certain irrigated 
agricultural areas within the central coast region may be located in high or very high fire hazard 
severity zones and may be subject to evacuation orders related to a wildfire; however, nothing 
within Agricultural Order 4.0, which regulates waste discharges from agricultural lands that 
could affect water quality, would substantially impair or inhibit such evacuation activities or 
emergency response. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant. 

Impact WF-2: Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire 
risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a 
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. (Less than Significant) 

Irrigated agricultural lands in the central coast region occur in areas with a variety of local 
conditions, including slope, prevailing winds, micro-climates, vegetation, etc. Among the factors 
considered by CAL FIRE in developing the fire hazard severity zone maps are topography and 
prevailing winds. In general, the Proposed Project would not include any housing and would not 
place any new structures in areas that may be subject to wildfire hazards. The Proposed Project 
would be limited to regulations governing discharges from irrigated agricultural lands and would 
not exacerbate wildfire risks. Some of the reasonably foreseeable management practices that 
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may be implemented under the Proposed Project include new vegetated areas (e.g., vegetated 
filter strips, riparian buffer areas, etc.); however, this vegetation would occur 
within/interspersed with tracts of irrigated farmland and/or be located along riparian or 
wetland areas (which are usually moist) and thus would not substantially increase wildfire risk. 

As such, Agricultural Order 4.0 would not exacerbate wildfire risks or expose persons to 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. Therefore, this 
impact would be less than significant. 

Impact WF-3: Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure 
(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) 
that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to 
the environment. (Less than Significant) 

Agricultural Order 4.0 would not be anticipated to require the installation or maintenance of any 
infrastructure, such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other 
utilities. It is possible that certain growers may install new access roads to management 
practices/facilities (e.g., sediment retention basins, bioreactors, etc.) to allow for maintenance; 
however, were these access roads to be constructed, they would occur within existing irrigated 
agricultural farmlands and would not exacerbate fire risk. During construction/installation of 
some management practices, a power source may be required, but this would likely come from 
generators or potentially by tapping into existing electric distribution lines. Once installed, some 
management practices (e.g., efficient irrigation systems, monitoring wells) may require some 
power to operate, but this power would be relatively minimal and would not be anticipated to 
require construction of new power lines. 

Overall, none of the physical changes to the environment that would occur directly or indirectly 
as a result of the Proposed Project would substantially exacerbate wildfire risk. Therefore, this 
impact would be less than significant. 

Impact WF-4: Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or 
drainage changes. (Less than Significant) 

The Proposed Project would not include any new housing or structures, and would be limited to 
regulations governing discharges from agricultural land. Therefore, it would not place any 
people in locations that could be susceptible to downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, including from post-fire slope instability. Installation/construction of management 
practices could result in some temporary and permanent changes to drainage on irrigated lands, 
as discussed in Section 3.9, Hydrology and Water Quality; however, none of these changes 
would significantly increase the potential for flooding or landslides. As such, this impact would 
be less than significant.  
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Chapter 4 
Alternatives Analysis 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter analyzes alternatives to the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Central Coast Region’s (CCWB’s) proposed Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from 
Irrigated Lands (“Agricultural Order 4.0” or Proposed Project) pursuant to requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The chapter describes the alternatives screening 
and development process conducted for the Proposed Project and the list of alternatives 
considered in the environmental impact report (EIR). The chapter analyzes the environmental 
impacts of the alternatives considered in comparison to the Proposed Project. 

4.2 Regulatory Requirements 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that an EIR evaluate a reasonable 
range of alternatives to a proposed project, including a no project alternative. The no project 
alternative allows decision makers to compare the impacts of approving the proposed action 
against the impacts of not approving the action. Although no clear rule exists for determining a 
reasonable range of alternatives to a proposed project, CEQA provides guidance that can be 
used to define the range of alternatives for consideration in the environmental document. 

With the exception of the no project alternative, the range of alternatives considered under 
CEQA must meet most of the basic project objectives, should reduce or eliminate one or more 
of the significant impacts of the proposed project (although the alternative could have greater 
impacts overall), and must be potentially feasible. In determining whether alternatives are 
potentially feasible, lead agencies are guided by the general definition of feasibility provided in 
Section 15364 of the State CEQA Guidelines: “capable of being accomplished in a successful 
manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into account economic, environmental, legal, 
social, and technological factors.” Section 15126.6(f) of the State CEQA Guidelines further 
stipulates that the lead agency should consider site suitability, economic viability, availability of 
infrastructure, general plan consistency, other regulatory limitations, and jurisdictional 
boundaries in determining the range of alternatives to be evaluated in an EIR. 

An EIR must briefly describe the rationale for selection and rejection of alternatives and the 
information that the lead agency relied on in making the selection. It also should identify any 
alternatives that were considered by the lead agency but were rejected as infeasible during the 
scoping process and briefly explain the reason for their exclusion (State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15126[d][2]). 
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